This report compares preliminary ethnographic fieldwork conducted in 2011 in
Tyva
The Republic of Tyva (Rus: Respublika Tyva, area 169,000 km^2, Ivanova et al. 2010 ) is one of 83 Federal subjects within the Russian Federation.
At the geographical center of the Asian continent, Tyva experiences a continental climate, with large daily and seasonal ranges of temperatures (Ivanova et al. 2010 ). The population of Tyva is 307,925, 36 % of whom live in the capital Kyzyl Raionov Krainego Severa), a characterization based upon its extreme ecological and climatic conditions and difficulty of access, which lead to high costs of providing for the basic needs of the population. Due to this characterization, all inhabitants are entitled to certain privileges: higher salaries in the state sector, lower retirement age, and the "northern delivery" (Rus: severnyizavoz), which provides priority access to fuel and other basic necessities ). Tozhu traditionally practiced the Sayan type of reindeer herding, in which they rode reindeer to be able to range farther while hunting and fishing. However, as I later discuss, reindeer husbandry has declined in the past 20 years (Donahoe 2004 , Daniil, pers. comm. 4 Nov. 2011 . We inhabited an unoccupied winter campsite of reindeer herders, from which we hunted for sable (Rus: sobol) and fished for grayling (Rus: 
Methods
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kharius).
Results and Discussion
Harvesting animal products has historically been an important economic and cultural activity 
Fishing
In Greenland I assisted fishermen catching three types of fish primarily for commercial sale. 
Post-harvest
Halibut, cod, and wolffish were primarily sold to the only buyer, the Royal Greenland factory in Uummannaq, where the fish were frozen and then exported by ship. Fish were also fed to sled dogs. People occasionally ate cod and wolffish fresh or gave them to friends and family. They also ate cod dried as a snack often, but always in packages purchased from Royal
Greenland. In addition to these three primary commercial fish, people harvested capelin to dry Some men even apologized for why I could not observe their hunting by explaining that they were, technically speaking, poachers.
Local definitions of poaching in the Tozhu
District may have little to do with the legality of hunting, a trend also described in the rural southwest of Tyva . By ignoring the difficult task of obtaining permission from a distant office, people may concern themselves more with methods and customs locally considered proper for hunting.
If the licensing process were simplified, as in 
Post-harvest
As in Greenland, people had many uses for One resident maintains a "Tourism Qaarsut"
webpage, but the idea is still in its infancy.
Tyva
As in Greenland, wild-caught meat played a large role in people's lives. One morning in town, we ate bear and frozen bear fat in the same manner as meat is eaten in Greenland: by holding the meat with teeth and one hand and slicing with the other. However, most mornings and evenings on the hunting and fishing trip we consumed soup made of grayling with salt and pasta. We It is also possible that the decrease in reindeer husbandry, combined with a lack of other economic opportunities, has contributed to the over-harvesting of key forest products near to towns (also noted by Donahoe 2004) .
As more people move to towns but still rely in part economically or culturally upon the taiga, use of the forests near to the towns increases.
Daniil commented that just 2-3 years ago, he could hunt for sable on foot from Toora-Khem, returning home in the evening. Now, he needs to drive away from town to an area with animals.
Even so, Daniil, Andrei and other hunters we met commented on the extremely low numbers of sable in the area where we hunted. They explained that in previous years they had hunted from the back of a reindeer, which allowed them to range much farther into the taiga, distributing the hunting pressure more evenly. On our trip, Daniil often expressed a wish for reindeer, pointing to hills in the distance and exclaiming "There are a lot of 
